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Crate Training 
In crate training, it is important not to let your Yorkshire terrier feel alone in his own space. Thus, most dog trainers recommend to providing a crate that’s within the house where he can freely mingle with everyone. At night, you may opt to put his crate in one of the bedrooms so to make him feel safe and loved. Probably in a month or so, your puppy will get used to sleeping on his own place. 
What the crate is NOT to be used for:

The crate needs to be a den and place of refuge for the puppy. It is a safe, pleasant place to be, not a punishment area. As soon as the puppy starts to equate being in the crate with being punished, he or she will stop wanting to go into the crate and will begin whining, barking and chewing to get out.

The crate is not the bad Yorkie puppy time out area. It should be comfortable with soft, washable bedding, some favorite chew toys and should be located in a quiet but not isolated area of the house. Often a low traffic area of the room that that the family spends most of the time in is the best option as the puppy can still see people while in their own little area.
Crates can work well at night.  It will keep your Yorkie from wandering...and if placed near your own bed, they can have a sense of comfort due to being close to you.   Now, a puppy will not necessarily sleep through the night and magically know to only pee and poo before and after bedtime....Expect to be awoken 1-2 times each night for the first 1-2 months.  No worries - it is temporary. As they grow, the bladder and bowel muscles grow stronger and they can then hold their needs for longer and longer amounts of time. 
When you are crate training your dog, she can be in only 3 places. 
1. She can be in her crate. 
2. She can be in a safe area where she's allowed to go potty (fenced yard, dog run, indoor potty area). 
3. She can be in the house under your direct supervision

Getting Started

The first step in crate training is to help your puppy understand the purpose of the crate. Start by playing with the puppy around the crate and allowing the puppy to explore the inside without closing the door or forcing the puppy into the crate. If they don't go on their own try tossing a small puppy treat just inside, then gradually moving them further back. Reward the puppy for going in by saying "Good Fido, into the crate" or whatever command you wish to use. Again, don't force the puppy or try to close them in, but also don't reward or praise them when they come out. All the rewards and praise are provided on the action of entering the crate.

Start keeping a few favorite chew toys in the crate and allowing the puppy to play with them in the crate. When he or she is calm and willing to walk in, close the door for a minute and then open it up, allowing the puppy to say in or come out. Only praise on the going in, ignore on the exit. Gradually increase the amount of time the door stays closed. If you overestimate and the puppy starts to whine or bark, ignore the behavior but don't open the crate door until the puppy is quiet, even if only for a second. If you open when they are whining or barking, what they will learn is to whine and bark to get out, just because they want too.

Once you can leave the Yorkie Puppies, inside for about 5-10 minutes with the door closed it is time to start crate training. For most Yorkie Puppies, this initial learning about the crate only takes a few days. To start crate training follow these general guidelines:
Feed your Yorkshire terrier on a schedule and record when they normally make a bowel movement or urinate. For most young Yorkie Puppies, this is 5-15 minutes after eating, drinking or playing.

Feed the puppy and then place them in the crate. A few minutes before you know that the puppy is ready to go to the bathroom, based on your information, take them to the yard where you want them to go.  Take your Yorkie puppy outside to the same area each time.  Put them on the ground and wait for a few minutes without playing with or talking to the puppy. If he or she is preparing to toilet, give them a minute and let them find the right spot. Reward with lots of praise and a return to the house to run free.

If they do not go to the bathroom, simply pick them up and return them to the crate with no positive or negative comments or interactions. In approximately 5 minutes repeat the process and continue to do so until the puppy uses the right area to go to the bathroom. Be sure to give lots of praise and a small reward to let them know that they did exactly the right thing.

If the Yorkshire terrier mistakenly goes to the bathroom in the crate that was the owners fault, not the puppy's. Clean and wash out the crate and wash the bedding to eliminate the scent. Never punish the puppy as this will just make them hate the crate. Start over the next meal, ensuring you take the puppy out prior to the time you did the last time.

Most Yorkie Puppies can be successfully crate trained in two to three weeks. Yorkie Puppies have very small bladders and poor overall control so expect accidents and adjust plans accordingly. Never keep the Yorkie in the crate for prolonged periods of time or they will have no option but to mess in their den and this can establish a bad habit.
A 2 month old can hold his needs for approximately 2 hours at the most.

A 3 month old can hold its needs for 3 hours at the most.

This continues on until the dog is an adult, at which time the Yorkie can only hold on for a maximum of 8 hours.

When you bring the Yorkie outside to pee and poo be sure to: 
· Attach a leash to the dog's collar or harness. A 6 foot leash is best.
· You will want to walk to the area that you have chosen.  This should be the same area each time.
· However, within that 6 foot radius, you will want your Yorkie to be able to take the time to make the final choice on exactly where to "go".
· Be patient, as some dogs will take up to 20 minutes deciding on "just the right spot".  This is very important.  If you give up after 5 minutes, chances are that they will have an accident soon after going back into the house.
When your dog is being crate trained, keeping him on a good schedule is critical. He should be taken our regularly and given the chance to eliminate in his potty area. To get an idea of how frequently he'll need a potty trip, refer to the chart below. Keep in mind that these are general guidelines, and you may find that Fido needs to be taken out more or less frequently.
	 
	6-12 weeks
	12-16 weeks
	4-5 months
	6-7 months
	8-11 months
	12 months and older

	daytime
	1 hour
	2 hours
	3 hours
	4 hours
	5-6 hours
	8 hours

	nighttime*
	3-4 hours
	4-8 hours
	8 hours
	8 hours
	8 hours
	8-10 hours


*nighttime hours assume that the puppy or dog was not fed or watered 3 hours before bed
You should be sure to take your puppy directly to his potty area each time you take him out of his crate, even if he's been in only for a short period. You should also take him out immediately after he eats, drinks, naps or plays. And remember to play it safe... even if your dog hasn't engaged in any of these activities and it's not time for him to go out at his regular interval, if you notice any signs that he may need to do his thing, get him to his designated potty area as soon as possible.
When disciplining your Yorkshire terrier, never pull him out of the crate to show affection. This will only tell him that you are giving him attention when he makes mistakes. He has to surrender and stay calm first for at least five minutes before you can treat him with something. With this, he will associate the reinforcement to staying calm. 
For several weeks, leave your puppy in the crate for a short span of period, may be for an hour or two. Prolong that time, as he grows older so he gets used to staying in the crate when everyone’s at work or at sleep.
A successfully crate-trained puppy is never anxious and never gets too noisy when he is left alone in the house. He learns to be independent and self-reliant. If your Yorkshire terrier shows an attitude like this, you can then be proud of yourself for a job well done.
Example 2 week schedule
Puppy Crate Training Schedule
7:00 am – Wake up and go out
7:15 am – Free time (must watch at all times)
7:30 am – Food and water (pick up food when finished)
8:00 am – Go out
8:15 am – Free time (must watch at all times)
9:30 am – Confine for rest period
11:15 am – Go out
11:30 am – Food and water (pick up food when finished)
12:00 – pm – Go out
12:15 pm – Free time (must watch at all times)
1:45 pm – Confine for rest period
3:30 pm – Go out
3:45 pm – Free time (must watch at all times)
5:00 pm – Food and water (pick up food when finished)
5:30 pm – Go out
5:45 pm – Confine for rest period
8:00 pm – Go out
8:15 pm – Water only (pick up the water for the night when finished)
8:30 pm – Free time (must watch at all times)
11:00 pm – Go out and confine overnight
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